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was urging the unions to admit Africans, who
would then claim the same pay as Europeans,
and the competition of underpaid black labour
against white labour would end. The white
workers foolishly allowed themselves to be incited
to violent protest. Mobs waited wherever he
went to threaten and even stone him. Yet there
were always courageous men on his side.
One other general reason for the ease with
which hatred could be stirred up against him
among the unreflecting mass lay in the irrefutable
logic of his approach to all problems. He had,
as we have seen, no use for theories, no inclin-
ation to philosophise. He was moved more often
by his emotions than by any abstract reasoning.
Yet, once he had begun to think, his intellect
created an unbreakable chain of argument.
He passed quickly from premises to conclusions,
expecting others to follow him with the same
speed. That is a method which irritates English
minds. They are not used to admitting that,
because an institution is out of date, or a social
evil damaging, the one should be abolished,
the other cured by unfamiliar remedies. The
English must be introduced to new ideas gradu-
ally, with careful avoidance of shock, as horses
are walked round automobiles until, having
become accustomed to the noise, appearance,
and smell, they can pass them without alarm.
Among the causes of Keir Hardie's unpopularity
must be recorded his disregard of the irritation
produced among the English by logical thinking.